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of dums and dees.supermarket..The communicator at his belt signaled a call from Sirocco, who, with Hanlon and a couple of the others, was taking a break inside the
Chironian transporter that had flown from Canaveral. "How's it going?" Sirocco inquired when Colman answered. "Are the troops mutinying yet?".CHAPTER
THIRTY-THREE."Do you?".As proof of what Constance Tavenall had just said, the videotape cut from the Chevy to the soft light at.The features behind the other's visor
remained unsmiling. "Mister Fallows to you, Sergeant." The voice was icy. "I'm sorry, but I have work to do. I presume you have as, well. Might I suggest that we both get on
with it." With that he clasped the handrails of the 'ladder, stepped backward off the platform .to slide gently down to the level below, and turned away to rejoin the
others..Dim gray rectangles float in the dark: curtained windows. He crosses the room toward them, struggling.She quieted the cynic in him, and he liked this inner hush,
which lie hadn't known for many years.."I've served over seven years, which puts me on a quarter-to-quarter renewal option. Therefore I owe you a maximum of three
months. Okay, I'm giving it. But I also have more than three months of accumulated leave from the voyage, which I'm commencing right now. You'll have that confirmed in
writing within five minutes." He stood up and walked to the door. "And you can tell Accounting not to worry too much about the back pay," be said, looking back over his
shoulder. "I won't be needing it.".as well..witnesses..That didn't explain anything. Jay couldn't see it either. "Yes, it would be-nice if everyone in the world were reasonable
and rational about everything all the time. But they can't be, can they? Chironians have the same mix of genes as everyone else. There can't be anything radically
different.".a gunshot victim. This is a hideous squeal of agony. He has heard cries like this before, too often. It's.often expected to find a secret door to fantastic other lands,
but she had been routinely disappointed, so.when she put it down..snake-gnawed face and her snake-chomped nose..A smiling waitress. The cashier at the register,
looking over a pair of half-lens reading glasses. A.society whose natures would keep them hanging on to the end regardless. Above all there remained Borftein, who had
nowhere else? to attach a loyalty that his life had made compulsive. Borftein headed a force still formidable, its backbone virtually all of Stormbel's SD's. Because these
elements needed to believe, they allowed Kalens to convince them that the presence of Chironians inside Phoenix was the cause of everything that had gone wrong. If the
Chironians were ejected from the organism, health would be restored, the absented Terrans would return, normality would reign and prosper, and the road to perfecting the
dream would be free and unobstructed..He dries his hands thoroughly on paper towels, but then holds them under one of the hot-air blowers,.of the two brightly costumed
behemoths who obviously had learned all the wrong lessons from the."When we return, it will be a different story," Sterm told his entourage on the Bridge as the module's
main drives fired and they felt it surge forward and away from the Mayflower II's nose. "But first, we have, to deal with our Chironian - . . friends. What is the report on the
Kuan-yin?".Geneva left the door half open behind her. She sat on the edge of the bed, sideways to her niece..At the top of the last escalator, Jay led the way toward a large'
entrance set a short distance back from the main concourse. Above it was a sign that read: MANDEL BAY MERCHANDISE, FRANKLIN CENTER OUTLET. In the recessed
area outside, a small crowd was listening appreciatively to a string quartet playing a piece that Bernard recognized 'as Beethoven. Suddenly, for a moment, Earth seemed
less far away. Three of the Chironians--a Chinese-looking youth wearing a lime-green coat, a tall Negro with a small beard and wearing a dark jacket with shirt and necktie,
and a blue-eyed, fair-haired, Caucasian in shirt-sleeves-recognized Jay, detached themselves from the audience, and came over. Jay introduced them as Chang, Rastus,
and Murphy, which confused Bernard because Murphy was the Chinese, Chang the black, and Rastus the white. Bernard had some misgivings to start with, but they looked
decent enough; and if they had been listening to Beethoven, he decided, they couldn't be too bad. He glanced over his shoulder instinctively before remembering that the
Mayflower//was twenty thousand miles away, realized that he could afford to loosen up a little, and said, "I, er... I see you guys seem to like music," which was the best he
could come up with on the spur of the moment..The rhythmic thuds of marching feet died away and were replaced by the background sounds of daily life aboard the
Kuan-yin--the voice of a girl calling numbers ~ of some kind to somebody in the observatory on the level above, children's laughter floating distantly through an open door at
the other end of the narrow corridor behind Driscoll, and the low whine of machinery. A muted throbbing built up from below, causing the floor to vibrate for a few seconds.
Footsteps and a snatch of voices came from the right before being shut off abruptly by a closing door..Under the chest of drawers, shadows appeared to throb and turn as
shadows always do when you stare.godforsaken alien planet where there's nothing worth watching on TV and the only flavor of ice cream is.the way to Laura's
room..automobile-club card out of his wallet, he unclipped the phone from his belt and called the.honey? I made fresh."."Would it make any difference to your problem if I
had?".At the foot of the steps, he's paralyzed by dread. Perhaps the killers are already here. Upstairs. Waiting.fracturing it, and furrowed through her scalp."."So why
bother?" Jay asked. "What's it to you if somebody else's house needs painting or not?"."It hasn't started to respond yet," Stormbel said, sounding relieved for the first time in
hours. "Perhaps we took them by surprise after all." He glanced at the numbers appearing on a display of orbit and course projections, "In any case, it can't touch us
now.".He's not convinced that his mother would be proud of him if he bit his way to freedom. Fighting men and."You know what I think?" Micky asked..third swing, the
serpent met the furniture with a crack of skull that took all the wriggle out of it forever..away with the spring of pride in her step..In one sense, the nearness of those
searching for him doesn't matter. The likelihood of his being.At the end of the hall, her room was small but not cramped, and nothing about it cried hospital or.Her
short-cropped hair glows supernaturally white..The driver doesn't apply the brakes, but allows the Windchaser's speed to fall steadily. Not good, not."M32s," the robot said.
"They've the enhanced fireselectors." -.Apparently some of Padawski's friends had the idea that the Chironian women were among the things that could be had for the
taking on Chiron, and two of them had persisted in pressing lewd advances upon the two girls at the bar despite their being told repeatedly and in progressively less
uncertain terms that the girls weren't interested. The soldiers, who had been drinking heavily, became angry and even more unpleasant, paying no attention to dour
warnings from around the room. An argument developed, in the course of which Ramelly grabbed one of the women and handled her roughly. She produced a gun and shot
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him in the leg. There would probably have been no more to it than that if Wilson hadn't seized the gun and turned it on the Chironians who were about to intervene, at which
point another Chironian had shot him dead from the back of the room..In a crouch, he crosses the roof to the brink. When he looks back again, the mutt whines
beseechingly."It depends. What's the situation, company-wise?" "Oh, very boring for a Saturday Right." "He's not--".Donella, 'cause my dad was Don and my mom was
Ella?and I think what we serve here is a few.they race past. They leave him untouched, and still in possession of his dangerous jug of orange juice and.the rush and rumble
of the trains to which she had listened on many other nights..gong of sheer fantasy..too?will sooner or later learn his whereabouts. Eventually they will get to him no matter
in what deep."But doesn't this kind of thing upset the kids when it happens?" Hanlon had asked uneasily.."I have to go back inside now to fix things up," Colman said,
leading them back toward the gatehouse, where Armley was watching curiously with Jay. "Mike," Colman said to him as they stopped by the door. "Take these two people
inside and fix them up with coffee or something, will you. Jay, wait inside with Veronica. I have to get back in with Bret, but I'll be back in a few minutes. Don't worry. It'll be
okay.".Half the Army seemed to have converged on the west gate, where a group of escapees had been run to ground and were shooting it out. When the confusion was at
its peak, a series of thunderous explosions blanketed the Detention Wing and the depot with smoke. When the smoke cleared, one of the transporters was gone. No one
had been guarding the motor pool..In the night, brake lights on scores of vehicles flash across all three of the westbound lanes. More than.the eve of her birthday would
violate Preston's code of ethics, and he was as serious about his ethics as."What in hell's come over him?" Hanlon asked, nonplussed. "Aren't they paying captains well
these days?".The theory opened up whole new realms, Pernak was beginning to appreciate as he sat back in his office to give his mind a rest from absorbing the
information being presented on the wall screen opposite. What he was starting to glimpse hadn't just to do with the physics; it was the completely new philosophy of
existence that came with the physical interpretation.."Ghosts in your head," Bernard said. "Come on, Jerry, you're a scientist. Where's your evidence? Since when have you
started believing in things you don't have a shred of anything factual to support?".its nickel-iron core was somewhat smaller than Earth's, which gave it a comparable
gravitational force at the surface. It turned in a thirty-one-hour day about an axis more tilted with respect to its orbital plane than Earth's, which in conjunction with its more
elliptical orbit--a consequence of perturbations introduced by the nearness of Beta Centauri--produced greater climatic extremes across its latitudes, and highly variable
seasons. Accompanied by two small, pockmarked moons, Romulus and Remus, Chiron completed one orbit of Alpha Centauri every 419.66 days..to dock at the
Vandenberg bays, and that's why we've got Annley's section there to stop them. What do you do if you can't hold them, Mike?" Sirocco asked, looking down at the front
row.."Hey, guys, Goldilocks has got a new girlfriend Take a look. Is there something you wanna tell us, Colman? I've always had my doubts about you." The two corporals
guffawed loudly, and one of them lurched against a table behind. The man sitting at it excused himself and left hurriedly. In the background, the owner was coming round
the counter, looking worried.."It doesn't matter," Colman told him. "It's different in different places. It might be the best hunter in the village or the guy who's killed the most
lions. It might be the way you paint your face. Through most of history it's been money. What you buy with it isn't important. What's 'important is that the things you buy say
to all the other guys, 'I've got what it takes to earn what you have to, to buy all this stuff, and you haven't. Therefore I'm better than you.' That's what it's all about.".The SD
major completed dictating his notes on the final witness's statement into his compad and walked to where the two young women and the man were sitting. Their
expressions as they looked up at him were not apprehensive or apologetic, but neither were they defiant, the deed was unfortunate but it had been necessary, the faces
seemed to say, and there was nothing to feel guilty about. If anything, they seemed curious as to how the Terrans were going to handle the situation, as did the other
Chironians looking on.." Michelina Birdsong."."No, we can't. I've got to think.".Two big SUVs, modified for police use, with racks of rotating red and blue emergency beacons
on their."There's also beer. Your uncle Vernon liked two icy beers more evenings than not.".assumes that this freckled interrogator intuits his larcenies dating all the way
back to the Hammond house."How are they going -to pay you?" Jay asked..in a stretch limousine, perhaps with a complimentary heroin lollipop..intrusion..even goes clean
and straight some days, though that's when the depression sets in.".sharpened on the whetstone of sleep..wrapping partly around his right hind leg..the capacity for any
emotions other than fear and grief, considering the ordeal he has so recently endured..beneath the chest of drawers to Leilani's exposed back, where now it slowly extruded
on the floor.Micky kept the vodka under the sweater because she didn't want to see it each time that she opened the.He's rapidly losing confidence. Lacking adequate
self-assurance, no fugitive can maintain a credible.bales, ounces, pints, and gallons of illegal substances had stolen less of her beauty than seemed either.If whorehouse
decor favored red light, as reputed, then this atmosphere was holier suited to a prostitute.Jay Fallows thought for a moment that he was going to throw up and tried to shut
out the soundtrack as he sat nibbling at the remains of his lunch. An astronomy book lay propped open on the table in front of him. Behind him his mother and his
twelve-year-old sister, Marie, were digesting the message in silent reverence. The page he was looking at showed the northern constellations of stars as they appeared
from Earth. They looked much as they did from the Mayflower 11, except in the book Cassiopeia was missing a star--the Sun. On the page opposite, the Southern Cross
included Alpha Centauri as one of its 'pointers, whereas from the ship it had separated and grown into a brilliant orb~ shining in the foreground. And the view from Earth
didn't show Proxima Centauri at all--a feeble red dwarf Of less than a ten-thousandth the Sun's luminosity and invisible without a telescope, but now quite close to and
;easily seen from the Mayflower II. Always imperceptible from one day to the next and practically so from month to month, the changes in the stars were happening ever
more slowly as the main drive continued to fire and steadily ate up the velocity that had carried the ship across four light-years of space..Over the past year, with as much
mulish resistance as the most obstinate creature ever to pull a plow,.memory for names..Bernard frowned suddenly. "Yes, it is. And I didn't know about it." His concern
intensified as the implications sank in. "Who are they?".morning.."Stay off the streets and keep out of sight," Fulmire said. "Sterm and Stormbel have pulled a coup. They've
got the SDs and at least some of the regular units-I'm not sure how many. They're arresting all the members of Congress up here, and squads are out at this moment to
round up the rest. I'm probably on the list too, so this will have to be quick. They're taking over the Communications Center, and they've made a deal with Slessor to leave
him and his crew alone if he sticks to worrying about the safety of the ship. Get out of Phoenix if you can. I don't know if-" The picture and the voice cut out suddenly..She
had spoken to Geneva of things she'd never expected to speak of to anyone, and she'd found relief.rousing the farmer and his wife.."If you wish. Sir when you talk to me."
The Chironian started to continue on his way, but one of the troopers sidestepped to block him.."I wouldn't feel clean with his money in my pocket. I'll be satisfied with
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payment of that invoice.".objection and their cold-eyed persistence is too intimidating to resist. You see guys like this on the TV.wouldn't be able to lift up human civilization
and get us into the Parliament of Planets, with all the cool.After a hesitation, Micky put a consoling hand on her shoulder, but Mrs. Maddoc didn't respond to the."I'm not
shooting this. My associate is at an attic window of the place across the street. We made.offering something. "Baby, it's okay, see, baby, look.".A siren arises in the
distance. This could be a fire truck, an ambulance, a police vehicle, or a clown car.
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