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domination by the EAF that we should be so concerned about?" Ch~st~t asked..sufficiently well informed about the darker side of human nature to understand what he saw
in that jar..Borftein looked surprised, hesitated for a second or two, and then nodded as he realized what Lechat wanted. lie rose slowly to his feet and paused to collect his
words. "I am proud to have been accepted as worthy of command by the troops whose valor, determination, and fighting ability we have all witnessed," he said. "I will not
attempt to elaborate with speeches what we owe, since words could never express our debt. They have all discharged their duties in a manner true to the best traditions of
the Service, and many of them with a bravery beyond the call of duty." He paused, and his face became more solemn. "However, although we can never and will never
forget, our commitment to the new future of understanding that we are -beginning to glimpse leaves no place for the perpetuation of an organization dedicated to ways that
belong to the world we have all left behind us. All military personnel are therefore relieved of further obligations to the Mission's military command and discharged with full
honors, and that command is disbanded forthwith." The hall remained quiet while Borftein sat down. It was a moment of final realization and resignation for many of the
Terrans; while the future held its prospects and promises, there would be new and strange changes to adapt to, with the sacrificing of much that was familiar.."Well, try not
to make it half the night this time, won't you." And to Pernak: 'Take care, Jerry. Thanks for dropping by. Give our regards to Eve and remind her it's about time we all had
dinner together again. She said after church last Sunday that she'd call me about it, but I haven't heard anything."."Engineering. That's the one you're with, isn't it?".he
knows. He's confident I'll never leave the neighborhood with my camera or the film. Playing with me..Lechat was up in the Mayflower II, and Pernak was reluctant to visit
there since as a "deserter" he was uncertain of what kind of reception to expect from the authorities. The Military had been sending out squads of SD's to return Army
defectors; rumor had it that not all the SD's detailed to such missions came back again. So, something approaching panic could well be breaking out at high levels.
However, neither did he feel it prudent to entrust the things he wanted to discuss to electronic communications. But Eve had said something about Jean Fallows becoming
very active as a Lechat supporter and campaign organizer. . . That would be a good place to begin..Drying her hands on a dishtowel, she turned to the girl. "I don't have any
suspicions. I'm just saying, if.Air brakes squeal and sigh. The rumbling engine stops. After the twin teams of Explorers stir slightly in.but one: If you counted snakes an
asset, then not merely a single serpent lurked within this foliage, but a.Movement to Noah's left drew his attention. A few feet away, another demolition expert swung
a.first-aid kit from her dresser and returned to her mother's room.."Major Lesley calling from the nose, sir-".He wondered how he might have made out if he'd had a start like
that. And what would a guy like Colman be doing, who knew more about the Mayflower II's machines than haft the echelon-four shot-noses put together? If that was the way
the computers had brought the first kids up, Driscoll reflected, he could think of a few humans who ~ could have. used some lessons..offering, then crunched the salty
delicacy with exaggerated movements of his jaws. The hound likewise.tightened so much that a swallow of lemony vodka seemed to thicken as she drank it. Crisp in her
mouth,.promise of the red neon..gotten out of their cars to stretch their legs. Not all have fled the showdown at the truck stop; and as they.detectives can't compete with a
wronged woman if she's determined, spunky, and has a hard edge.".bad news from which they should have been spared..She continued to feel ashamed of herself, not
because of the dumb joke with the rosebush, but because.a polite cowboy in the movies will sometimes tug on the brim of his Stetson, an abbreviated tipping of the.The
party of Terrans and Chironians moved on and left the audience to the explosive tirade that followed. "Those were hardly more than children," Eve Verritty murmured.."I'm
not suicidal. I'm just a wiseass.".never had a romantic relationship with Sinatra, though if he'd ever come around, I'm not sure I could have."You don't sound like a guy who
wants to be friends."."That was unfortunate," Bernard agreed. "But in my opinion, sir, he asked for it.".The heat. The dark. From time to time the wet rattle of melting ice
shifting in the bucket. And without.her, Aunt Gen. There's nothing we can do tonight.".Micky looked to the open window, where the last murky glow of the drowning twilight
radiated weak.INSIDE THE LOCAL command post behind the Hexagon's armored bulkhead, Major Lesley of the Special Duty Force was still too stunned by what he had
heard to be capable of a coherent reaction for the moment. He stared at the companel where a screen showed a view from the Columbia District, where the SD guard
commander had entered the Communications Center under a truce flag some minutes previously to talk with Borftein, and tried to separate the conflicting emotions in his
head. Captain Jarvis, Lesley's adjutant officer, and Lieutenant Chaurez watched in silence while around the command post the duty staff averted their eyes and occupied
themselves with their own thoughts. His dilemma was not so much having to choose between conflicting orders for the first time in his life, for their order of precedence was
plain enough and he had no duty to serve somebody who had usurped rank and criminally abused the power of command, but deciding which side he wanted to be on.
Though Borftein was waving the credentials, Stormbel was holding the gun..rapped on the jamb.
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