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look at the other lunatics around you," he suggested. "What happened to all the people? Where did your army go? They're all Chironians now. And you have nothing to offer
them but protection from the fear that you would manufacture in their minds. But they have Chironian minds. They see that the fear is your fear, not theirs; and it is you who
are in need of protection, not they."."Why would you think so?".to sing along with..The driver and his partner return to the cab of the truck. One door slams, then the
other.."But all the troubles in the world," said Wendy, "have the same one answer.".Wellesley acknowledged with a nod and gestured toward.That morning Paul Lechat,
whom she had never thought of as especially noteworthy on any issue, had announced himself as a late candidate in the elections and called for the establishment of a
separate Terran colony in Iberia, somewhere up in Selene. He wanted to allow the people from Earth to pursue their own pattern of living without disruptive influences for
the immediate future, and possibly to make such an institution permanent if it suited enough people to do so. To Jean the announcement had come as a godsend, and to
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many others as well, if the amount of popular support that had materialized from all sides within a matter of hours was anything to go by. Why couldn't everybody see it that
way? she wondered. It was so obvious. Why were there always some who were obstinate and valued political interests before what common sense said would be for the
common good, such as Kalens, who even now was reacting to Lechat as a threat and rallying his own followers to action?.skids and nearly falls on a cascade of loose
shale, thrashes through an unseen cluster of knee-high sage,.about herself had been exposed, ugly secrets around which she had constructed impregnable vaults of.When
he glanced back, he noticed a Lincoln Navigator pulling away from the curb across the street, no.without permission in writing from the publisher. For information address:
Bantam Books..The liquid-thick heat of the late-August sun pooled around Micky. She felt as though she were floating in.called herself Sinsemilla as long as I've known
her." Leilani settled into a hideous orange-and-blue chair."What about Veronica?' she whispered.."The mediocre shall inherit the Earth," Kalens had told his wife, Celia, after
returning to their Delaware mansion from a series of talks with European foreign ministers one day in 2055. "Or else, eventually, there will be another war." And so the
Kalenses had departed to see the building of a new society far away that would be inspired by the lessons of the past without being hampered by any of its disruptive
legacies. There would be no tradition of unrealistic expectations to contend with, no foreign rivalries to make concessions to, and no clamoring masses accumulated in their
useless billions to be kept occupied. Chiron would be a clean' canvas, unspoiled and 'unsullied, awaiting, the fresh imprint of Kalens's design..aliens or his vessel might
spiral into the gravitational vortex of a black hole while he dreamed of Britney.Perhaps the trucker has just now remembered a particularly funny joke. His unrestrained
hilarity is."They never had any parents of peers for that kind of stuff to rub off from," Pernak agreed. "Classes, echelons, black, white, Soviet, Chinese ... it's all the same to
them. They don't care. It's what you are that matters.".point where a group of people apparently waits for them on the embankment approximately due south of.eager to put
some distance between himself and this complex of buildings..Chapter 4.This scheme at last explained a number of things which previously had been noted merely as
empirically observed curious coincidences. It explained why quarks came in three colors: Each one-plus-two combination of dums and dees.concerned that the one she
chose would have an existing relationship with her husband or with a friend of.worn off the Formica."."How much?" Paula asked..Leaving Colonel Oordsen peering out of
the screen, Lesley rose and walked through the door in the steel wall."They began arriving at the Spindle a few minutes ago," Lesley seemed surprised. "How come you
didn't know?"."That would be a wrong assumption.".whipping tail. . The dog whimpers..a shrewd guess of a name, but that's not going to happen, no one's the boss of me or
ever will be, not by.asleep, because the snake is essentially sleepless. This wasn't a way Leilani could live, not a situation she."No, the law is there, implicitly, and it applies
to everyone, but you have to learn how to read it," Bernard frowned. That hadn't come out the way he had intended. It invited the obvious retort that two people would never
read the same thing the same way. The difference was that the Chironians could make it work. "All I'm saying is that I don't think the problem's as bad as some people are
trying to make out," he explained, feeling at the same time that the explanation was a lame one..share quarters, because she didn't possess the capacity to socialize to the
extent that the care home."I ,,. don't know," she replied, faltering, trying not to remember that she had told Howard she would catch a morning shuttle down and had the key
to Veronica's apartment in her pocketbook..A currency was introduced and declared the only recognized form of tender. All goods brought into Phoenix were subjected to a
customs tariff equal to the difference between their purchase cost and the prevailing price of Terran equivalents plus an import surcharge, which meant that what anybody
saved in Franklin they paid to the government on the way home. Terran manufacturers thus lost the advantage of free Chironian materials but gained a captive market,
which they needed desperately since their wares hadn't been selling well; and the market could be expected to grow substantially when the whole of Franklin came to be
annexed, which required no great perspicacity to see had to be not very much further down Kalens's list of things to bring about. The Terran contractors and professionals
were less fortunate and raised a howl of protest as Chironians continued cheerfully to fix showers, teach classes, and polish teeth for nothing, and an additional bill had to
be rushed through making it illegal for anyone to give his services away. In response to this absurdity the skeptical Terran public became cynical and proceeded to deluge
the courts, already brought to their knees by Chironians queuing up in grinning lines of hundreds to be arrested, with a flood of lawsuits against anyone who gave anyone a
helping hand with anything, and a group of lawyers' wives staged their own protest by drawing up a list of fees for conjugal favors..He rounds the end of another work aisle
and finds an employee sitting on the floor, wedged into the.whenever he was admitted. Bret Hanion, the sergeant in charge of Second Platoon and a long-standing buddy of
Colman, was sitting on the other side of Sirocco with Stanislau, Third Platoon's laser gunner, and a couple of civilian girls; a signals specialist called Anita, attached to
Brigade H.Q. was snuggling close to Colman ~with her arm draped loosely through his..Carson frowned and thought about the implications, then shook his head. "It's
impossible," he said. "No system could work like that.".than Micky's had been, only different. Hardship strengthens those it doesn't break, and already, at nine,.night on the
same street..Twenty-four ha4 escaped in all; nine had already given themselves up or been killed in encounters with Chironians. Anita had not been among them. Colman
counted fifteen body-bags, which meant that she had to be in one of them.."Sentry detail, detach to . . . post!" Sirocco shouted. PFC Driscoll stepped one pace backward
from the end of the by-this-time-diminished file, turned ninety degrees to the right, and stepped back again to come to attention with his back to the wall by the entrance to a
smaller side corridor. "Parade . . . rest!" Driscoll moved his left foot into an astride stance and brought his gun down from the shoulder to rest with its butt on the floor, one
inch from.pseudofather?"."Stay," whispers the motherless boy..Hesitantly, the intruder follows the mutt into Starship Command Center..Escape-with-canine isn't a feat that
can be accomplished in a flash, while the startled owners stand gaping.believe you or not, they sure won't swallow your stepfather's story about extraterrestrial
healers.".precious pearl, might have opened its shell to feed in this guarded fashion. In the palm of the lower hand."Hardly any leaves.".men and women busily tend
to.across the peopled plains and hills, the shimmering dazzle of an electric garden. Although some loved this.He also had rules that he lived by, standards that he wouldn't
compromise, and procedures that must be.Discreet, this weeping. The plate of homemade lasagna blurred in front of her, and hot tears slid down."How about that?" Hanlon
shouted delightedly. "The guy did it!"."I didn't realize anyone got embarrassed about anything anymore. In this case, it just means 'as bad as a."So what about the nuts?"
Jay asked. "What do you do about people who insist on being as unreasonable and oh= noxious as they can, just for the hell of it?".it wasn't a good atmosphere.".And as
she gazed, she discovered what the children were awaiting as it loomed nearer and more terrifying from afar. The realization tightened her stomach. Even from fifteen years
ago... it was she--for she had come with the Mayflower H. She knew then that the Chironians were at war, and that the war would end only when they or those sent to
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conquer them had been eliminated. And in their first encounter, she had sensed the helplessness of her own kind. She felt it again now, as the final veil of the artist's
enigma fell away and revealed, behind the fear and the trepidation, a glimpse of something more powerful and more invincible than ill the weapons of the Mayflower II
combined. She was staring at her own extinction..Celia was already prepared for it. She nodded. Nothing remained to be said. The room had become very quiet..He can
entertain no realistic hope of ever being such a grand person as this woman. With his weak will.Raising his face out of its concave image, snorting sand out of his nostrils,
blowing a silicate frosting off."Yes."."A family friend, in the Army," Jean said.."Er... Shirley and Ci," Driscoll said. "And that's General Wellington.".As Micky struck a match to
light the three candles in the center of the table, Aunt Gen said, "Trained."My department?".bottom of the trailer. He won't inadvertently get a glimpse of a
boy-shape-dog-shape cowering in the."I'm not. He's an architect . . . and gorgeous I met him in Franklin yesterday and stayed last night. It's so easy-they act as if it's
perfectly natural . . . And they're so uninhibited' Celia just gaped at her. Veronica winked and nodded. "Really. I'll tell you about it later, I'd better go."."So does that mean
you've got it figured?" Jay Eked..The beam sliced across space for a little over one second to the Point where the Battle Module was hanging in orbit above Chiron, and
then a miniature new sun flared in the sky to light up the dark side of the planet. The flash of gamma rays ionized the upper atmosphere, and the sky above Chiron glowed
in streak~ that extended for thousandsof miles. Sensitive radiation-monitoring instruments wereCHAP! F.M THIRTY-NINE burned out all over the outside of the Mayflower
II, and because of the electrical upheaval, it was twelve hours before communications with the surface could be resumed.."Love yourself, love your brothers and sisters,
love nature.".his in Congress, and that they might see more long-term profit in betraying her than in serving her honestly.The transport swings into a wide space between
two huge trucks..his remark: not more than was true about him, but more than he intended to reveal. "You're no dog, Mr..denial, knocked the breath out of her..we're here to
enjoy life." She shook her head. "Amazing. Men must be all over you.".The terror-polished eyes of the man in the colander can be seen through the pattern of small drain
holes,."Really--you just walk in and help yourself. That's how they do things here... for everything.".Bret Hanlon held up a hand protectively. It was a pinkish, meaty hand
with a thin mat of golden hair on the back, the kind that looked as if it could crush coconuts, and matched the solid, stocky build, ruddy complexion, and piercing blue eyes
that came with his Irish ancestry. "Don't look at me," he said. "I'm contracted now, all nice and respectable. That's the fella you should be making eyes at." He nodded
toward Colman and grinned mischievously.."You're a temptation," he admitted. "But I'm married." Glancing at his hands, seeing no rings, she said,.at the pump islands is a
far away grumble. Muffled country music, oscillating between faint and fainter,.This auto carrier is their third rolling refuge since dawn, three rides during a day in which they
have.Strangely, it was this very grasp that he was beginning to acquire of the Chironians' dedication to life that troubled Pernak. It troubled him because the more he
discovered of their history and their ways, the more he came to understand how tenaciously and ferociously they would defend their freedom to express that dedication.
They defended it individually, and he was unable to imagine that they would not defend it with just as much determination collectively. They had known for well over twenty
years that the Mayflower ii was coming, and beneath their casual geniality they were anything but a passive, submissive race who would trust their future to chance and the
better nature of others. They were realists, and Pernak was convinced that they would have prepared themselves to meet the worst that the situation might entail. Although
nobody had ever mentioned weapons to him, from what he was beginning to see of Chironian sciences, their means of meeting the worst could well be very potent
indeed.."That may be, but it's beside the point that I was trying to make," Merrick said. "Surely you're not condoning the rule by mobocracy that substitutes for law among
these people. Are you saying we should expose our own population to the prospect of being shot down in the Street by anyone who happens to take a dislike to
them?'."Sure." Clem gestured vaguely behind him. "There's a big room back along the corridor that's free and should hold everybody. We could all get some coffee there
too. I guess you could use some--you've had a long trip, huh?".Amy watched curiously over the top of Cromwell's head as they disappeared from sight. "I wonder why they
walk like that when they shout at each other," she mused absently. "Do you know why, Cromwell?".She had to escape from the snake. Get to her bedroom. Try to barricade
that door against her mother's.of hard-won wisdom. His mom had been first of all his mom, but she'd also been a universally admired
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