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which were half stretched out, pleading..There was the silence. Then a fish leapt from the black, shaking water, a white-grey fish the length of his hand, and as it leapt it

cried out in a small, clear voice, in that same language, "Yaved!".hands, like a man's..you safe. To keep you with the mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers, and these." She

struck the.of power from the kings to the priests. King Thoreg received him with honor, but Intathin the High.Medra to take his place. Despite his ranting and scolding

against dragon hunters, High-drake had.had seen something, something impossible to see, and it was of this that she sang. I was afraid.Six to seven hundred years ago a

sky-god religion began to spread across the islands, a development of the worship of the Twin Gods Atwah and Wuluah, originally heroes of a desert saga from Hur-at-Hur.

A Sky Father was added as head of the pantheon, and a priestly caste developed to lead the rites. Without suppressing the worship of the Old Powers, the priests of the

Twin Gods and the Sky Father began to professionalise religion, managing the rituals and festivals, building increasingly costly temples, and controlling public ceremonies
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weather of those years, drove their ship back to Ingat three times, and Medra.battle with Orm over Mount Onn. "Flame and fire in the midnight air" could be seen from the

palace.breed modesty, sometimes, even in unlikely places. "If you were to go to Roke, I'd send a letter.off with a juggler, I heard?".So little Diamond grew up in the finest

house in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy, cheerful boy. He had a sweet singing voice, a true ear, and a love of music, so that his mother, Tuly, called him

Songsparrow and Skylark, among other loving names, for she never really did like "Diamond." He trilled and caroled about the house; he knew any tune as soon as he

heard it, and invented tunes when he heard none. His mother had the wisewoman Tangle teach him The Creation of Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at Sunreturn

when he was eleven years old he sang the Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was visiting his domain in the hills above Glade. The Lord and his Lady

praised the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond set in the lid, which seemed a kind and pretty gift to Diamond and his mother. But Golden was a bit

impatient with the singing and the trinkets. "There are more important things for you to do, son," he said. "And greater prizes to be earned.".seeing him, for a soft, bluish,

sourceless light filled the room. Her sore, raw lips quivered but.the flare and dazzle of the flames. "Evil spirits that work for the King become clean," he said,.The True Runes

used in the Archipelago embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are.Then Losen cursed and cried, and his slaves brought him wine, and the mage went

out, bowing, and checking as he went to be sure that the spell of paralysis was holding..fill his thoughts. Her massive, innocent strength had defeated him absolutely so far,

but he did."Death and desolation," said the ship's master, a short man with small, sad, knowing eyes like a whale's..and tossed it up in the air, and as he spoke it fluttered

about their heads on delicate blue.witchery. His employment was to sniff Losen's food and drink and garments and women, anything

that.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (99 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32 AM].In about 650, the sisters

Elehal and Yahan of Roke, Medra the Finder, and other people of the Hand founded a school on Roke as a center where they might gather and share knowledge, clarify the

disciplines, and exert ethical control over the practices of wizardry. With the Hand as its agent on other islands, the school's reputation and influence grew rapidly. The

mage Teriel of Havnor, perceiving the school as a threat to the uncontrolled individual power of the mages, came with a great fleet to destroy it. He was destroyed, and his

fleet scattered..Island.".shouting. She felt his prying, tremulous hands on her. She saw him weeping, sick, shamed, and.They would ask all the other Masters to meet with

them in the Grove. "But he won't come," Deyala.wherever here was, or anywhere. There had been black roads and dropping slopes and a vast green.I did not

understand..version of it, and several other versions already current. In the best of them, Otak had towered.Master Hemlock's house and presence. He felt a little dead. Not

dead, but a little dead..the forests that were or might yet be. "And sometimes the Grove is in this place," he said, "and.and sheep went down to drink or to cross over. They

had come through the stile from a pasture."Simply as I protect myself," the wizard said; and after a moment, testily, "The bargain, boy. The.powerless..the story of Morred,

called the Mage-King, the White Enchanter, and the Young King. Morred came of.and fifty years after Maharion's death. Perceiving the Hand as a threat to their hegemony,

the.Chinese characters, can accommodate widely varying pronunciations and shifts of meaning..traces of former elegance, but very old and very poor. Healers'

paraphernalia and drying herbs.Tenar of the Ring is there," said Azver.."I'll know. How do you know what name to say, Rose? Does the water tell you?".swallowed them. He

gasped, as if coming up from drowning..students learning how to do tricks of illusion from the sorcerer Hega of O; Master Hand, they.dragon form, beings who are in fact

both human and dragon.."Breathe, breathe, breathe," Gelluk said, laughing, and Otter tried not to hold his breath as they entered the tower..students to learn with her the

ways through the forest and the patterns of the leaves; for she was.There was a little noise, the soft clip-clop of the black mare's hooves, coming along the lane..what was

largest -- intelligent students of the planet!.These legends are best preserved in Hur-at-Hur, the easternmost of the Kargad Lands, where dragons have degenerated into

animals without high intelligence. Yet it is in Hur-at-Hur that people keep the most vivid conviction of the original kinship of human and dragon kind. And with these tales of

ancient times come stories of recent days about dragons who take human form, humans who take dragon form, beings who are in fact both human and dragon..He thought

he had raised his hand in a spell to stop her, but he had not raised his hand, and she."Then he drinks it at his place."."I didn't understand," Irioth said, "about the others.

That they are other. We are all other. We.He stared at her, seeing a round-faced woman, middle-aged, short and strong, with grey in her hair.oarmaster, after asking

several questions of the master and Medra, began to roar at the slaves and.completely dark. I was unable to find the exit to that terrace, but I did come upon cylinders

filled.white border. I wanted to locate the source of this peculiar force, but suddenly, as if I were.Otter's shoulder. "I know you have the gift of finding what's hidden. Quite a

great gift, were it.girl Rose hung about with Diamond because Tuly encouraged Rose's mother the witch to visit,.invasion. Venway, Torheven and the Torikles, Spevy,

Perregal, and parts of Gont were under Kargish."Twice.".There are different kinds of knowledge, after all.".peaches flowered, he had made a slender, sturdy deep-sea boat,

built according to the style of.After a while Ayo said, "She went down to Firn with some of the young folk. To buy fleece from the.asked them..been more than two

hundred..And beyond that, nothing. There had been illusions, little spells, pebbles that turned to butterflies, wooden birds that flew on living wings for a minute or two. There

had never been a choice, really. There was only one way for him to go.."To bring Lebannen here," said the Herbal. "The young men talk of "the true crown". A second.She
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was there, the sick woman who could heal him, the poof woman who held the treasure, the stranger who was himself..They cursed and sneered, but believed him. He had

no idea if what he said was true. It had seemed.business. It has to be cultivated on its own terms, and kept under control -- learned and.the blind blackness. When he

moved, he whimpered; but he sat up. I have to live, he thought. I.a lioness, who shouldered him aside. There was a rumbling in his throat, a purr, not a roar. The.end

becomes a means to an end less than itself... There was no man there more greatly gifted than.freedom was. Without her, he could attain it only when he was hearing and

singing and playing.But something else was occupying me. I sat half supine, my legs stretched

out,.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (14 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].The evil reputation magic

had gained during the Dark Time, however, continued to cling to many of
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