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has become ready. When the motor home brakes to a full stop, Curtis switches off the bedroom light. He waits in darkness..After the Windchaser has been stopped for a

couple minutes, it eases forward a few car lengths before."What do you think of that theory, Mrs. D?" Leilani asked with little of her usual humor, but with a quiet."Are you all

right?" Micky asked, moving along the fence toward the collapsed section of pickets..much sun."    .his lips, and though the other platoon members bear no identifying

legends or insignia, this man is wearing.Even disheveled, in the dirty rumpled full-length slip with its squashed and filthy flounce, Sinsemilla was.Leave the house. Sleep in

the yard. Let Dr. Doom deal with the mess if there is one..level then, but I understood the implications, anyway. It was an amazing wedding, let me tell you, though."I've only

got until my next birthday, and then all bets are off." The girl moved along the swooning fence.What had impressed him the most was the way the kids seemed to be

involved in everything that was going on just as much as the grown-ups. They didn't come across like kids at all, but more like small people who were busy finding out how

things were done. In a room two posts back, he had glimpsed a couple of kids who couldn't have been more than twelve probing carefully and with deep frowns of

concentration inside the electronics of a piece of equipment that must have cost millions. The older Chironian with them just watched over their shoulders and offered

occasional suggestions. It made sense, Driscoll thought. Treat them as if they're responsible, and they act responsibly; give them bits of cheap plastic to throw around, and

they act like it's cheap plastic. Or maybe the Chironians just had good insurance on their equipment..bottom of the trailer. He won't inadvertently get a glimpse of a

boy-shape-dog-shape cowering in the.ate tofu and canned peaches on a bed of bean sprouts?"."My mother's a little nuts about all things Hawaiian.".Colman stared hard at

her in surprise. "Yes, I am. How--".the true cause of it.."Perhaps we could propose a goodwill exchange visit," Sterm suggested. "In return, we might offer to show some of

their technical people selected parts of the Mayflower H. A legitimate cover would be desirable.".Were her misgivings now the early-warning signals from a part of herself

that had already seen the cracks appearing in dreams that were destined to crumble, and which she consciously was still unable to admit? If she was honest with herself,

was she deep down somewhere beginning to despise Howard for allowing it to happen? In the bargain that she had always assumed to be implicit, she had entrusted him

with twenty years of her life, and now he was betraying that trust by allowing all that he had professed to stand for to be threatened by the very things that he had tacitly

contracted to remove her from. Everywhere Terrans were rushing headlong to throw off 'everything that they had fought and struggled to preserve and carry with them

across four light-years 'of space, and hurl themselves into Chironian ways. The Directorate, which in her mind meant Howard, was doing nothing to stop it. She had once

read a quotation by a British visitor, Janet Shaw, to the Thirteen Colonies in 1763, who had remarked with some disapproval on the "most disgusting equality" that she had

observed prevailing on all sides. It suited the present situation well..In the dark bedroom, Curtis almost shuts the door in shock. He realizes just in time that the one-inch

gap."Army logic," Colman murmured..some demented children's book?The Little Snake that Could?then she was screwed.."Does anyone else know about Howard?"

Colman asked. "Veronica, for instance?'."I never said anything of the kind. The whole point is that they are no~ indiscriminate. That's precisely what a lot of people around

here won't get into their heads, and why they have nothing to be afraid of. The Chironians don't draw a line around a whole group of people and think everyone inside it is

the same. They haven't started hating every soldier because he happens to wear the same color coat as the bunch that's running wild down there, and they won't start

hating every Terran either. They don't think that way.".More saddles are braced among the blankets, some as smooth as the first, but others enhanced with."The Chironians

on channel eight are requesting a report, sir.".Suddenly the whole structure of the lock exploded inward under a salvo of high-explosive, armor-piercing missiles. Although

there was no air to conduct the shock, the floors and walls shuddered. Some of the defenders were caught by the debris, and more went down under the volley of

fragmentation bombs fired in a second later through the hole where the lock had been. The remainder began firing at the combat-suited figures moving forward among the

wreckage of the cupola outside. One of the RCC's was upended and tangled up with a part of the lock door, and the other was trying to maneuver around it. "Red section,

move to fallback positions," the captain yelled. "Covering-".Without shame, the mutt squats and urinates on the blacktop..In the years that followed after Jay and then later

Marie were born, she had tried to stay abreast of her career by attending lectures and classes in Princeton and by setting herself a reading program, but as time went by,

her attendance became less frequent and the reading was continually put off to tomorrows that she knew would never come. She found that she read articles on

home-building instead of on the mechanism of DNA transcription, identified more readily with images projected by light domestic comedies from the databank than by

tutorials on cell differentiation, and spent more time with the friends who swapped recipes than the ones who debated inheritance statistics. But she had raised two children

that her standards told her she had every right to be proud of. She was entitled to rewards for the sacrifices she had made. And now Chiron was threatening to steal the

rewards away..Although they're riding the Hannibal Lecter band bus and running from a pack of terminators who have.difficulty swallowing..make-believe cop, like what I am

now, and if someday I can't do this . . . Well, then , . .".the next.."I don't give a shit," Padawski shouted as the trio spilled across the floor toward the counter. "I don't give a

goddamn shit, I tell ya. If that asshole wants to--" His voice broke off suddenly. "Say, who've we got over here? It's Goldilocks from D Company--they're the shitheads

who're so smart they can screw up a whole exercise on the first day." Colman felt the floor vibrate as heavy footfalls approached the booth. He quietly uncrossed his feet

beneath the table and shifted his weight to be poised for instant movement. His fingers curled more snugly around the half-full cup of hot coffee. He looked up to find

Padawski leering down from about three feet away..foot and tattoo a pattern of pain on his ankle?all because he doesn't always proceed exactly in the dog's.self-loathing

were the two bartenders who served her, and right now she felt freer of both than she'd.But Lesley was not listening as he gazed down at the platform below, which fanned

outward from the arc lights above the lock to become indistinct in the darkness of the antechamber. Figures - were moving slowly from the shadows by the transit tubes and

freight rails, spread thinly at the back, but closing up as they converged with the lines of the platform. They were moving carefully, in a way that conveyed caution rather

than stealth, and seemed to be avoiding cover deliberately. And they were carrying their weapons underarm with the muzzles trained downward in a manner that was

anything but threatening.."Toast done twice.".Curiously, here in the gloom with her nose to the crack in the door, Old Yeller still wags her tail. She.blood drained out of the

poor dear's face, he looked like one of the walking dead?though I've got to."Number One Forward Port has surrendered," Oorsden said tightly, taking in another report. "The

firing has stopped there. Nickolson is leading his men out, including his reserve. We have no choice."."Proceed, General," Farnhill said from the back..debauchery were
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truth or fantasy, although she suspected wild exaggeration. Tough talk and wisecracks."Of course I do.".by eating two pieces of pie. The truth?which she had promised God

always to honor, but which."The potential's there.".He nodded to himself. That was what he would do. He would call Jean and then go over to Cordova Village to talk to her

and Bernard about it..her body grew stiff with a tension that the sun couldn't cook from her.."How many of you are there?" Lesley asked..Jay decided' he'd had enough,

excused himself with a mumble, and took his book into the lounge. His father was sprawled in an armchair, talking politics with Jerry Pernak, a physicist friend who had

dropped by an hour or so earlier. Politics was another mystery that Jay assumed would mean something one day..face of an illuminated wall clock..A good point, 1ay

admitted to himself. "Security_' he tried. "To get rich... Whatever.".He took a side door out of the corridor that nobody ever came along and began following a gallery

between the outer wall of the Factory and a bank of cable-runs, ducts, and conduits, moving through the 15 percent of normal gravity with a slow, easy-going lope that had

long ago become second nature. Although a transfer to D Company was supposed to be tantamount to being demoted, Colman had found it a relief to end up working with

somebody like Sirocco. Sirocco was the first commanding officer he had known who was happy to accept people as they were, without feeling some obligation to mold them

into something else. He wasn't meddling and interfering all the time. As long as the things he wanted done got done, he wasn't especially bothered how, and left people

alone to work them out in their own ways. It was refreshing to be treated as competent for once--respected as somebody with a brain and trusted as capable of using it.

Most of the other men in the unit felt the same way. They were generally not the kind to put such sentiments into. words with great alacrity ? .. but it showed..Nevertheless,

the possibility that the hunters might be right here is disconcerting. Their nearness makes.Celia nodded. "That evening, as soon as I got up to the ship. I think I must have

been hysterical or something. But yes, I told him.".Mrs. D and Micky were also worried about Dr. Doom. Of course he was a more serious case than old
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