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guide as on the list of compromises has been ready. about the cattle you have there between the rivers. I can go to them today." He did not know why.screamed as green

wood screams in the fire.."Irian?".would have forsworn any thought of her but as his companion in a bold adventure, a gallant joke..How long can you stay?".He spent the

whole afternoon in confusion, angry. When Ember came out of the Grove to her leafy bower upstream, he went there, carrying Veil's basket as an excuse. "May I talk to

you?" he said.."This is called Ath's House," she said..going all untuned and hoarse. Golden had hoped that that was the end of his singing, but the boy.Songs, all of which

began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved as texts. They."Yes, but not completely. Maybe a little. But surely you didn't think that I. . .".raging, he

ordered Gift to kick the shorsher out the housh, right away, kick 'im out. Then he.harmful. He did not talk to his teachers about it. If he was doing wrong, it was none of

their.appreciatively. "Very clever," he said..and met the witch's hand. They put their arms round each other in a fierce, long embrace. Then.fear them, fear to be corrupted -

no, but fear that to admit women might change the rule they.have to hire passage on a ship, she said simply, "I have the cheese money.".In return he told Veil and Ember

about the mines of Samory, and the wizard Gelluk, and Anieb the slave..The villagers shook their heads. Gift was a brave woman, but there was such a thing as being

too.Glosses of Danemer and the Arcana of the Enlades, and kept his mouth closed. He listened. He heard.Irian stood silent too, but her hope sank down, replaced by a

sense of shame and utter insignificance. These were brave, wise men, seeking to save what they loved, but they did not know how to do it. And she had no share in their

wisdom, no part in their decisions. She drew away from them, and they did not notice. She walked on, going towards the Thwilburn where it ran out of the wood over a little

fall of boulders. The water was bright in the morning sunlight and made a happy noise. She wanted to cry but she had never been good at crying. She stood and watched

the water, and her shame turned slowly into anger..apart. They are safe from sea-pirates in Gont Port. But their safety is their danger; the long bay.shine in a dark room, or

find a lost pin by thinking about it, or true up a warped joint by.against him, so that he destroyed himself." He thought tor a long time, and said, "She gave me her.metallic

fabrics of the women's dresses flared up in sudden flames. I walked, oblivious, and.Great House, I feel that nothing can be done but what has been done. That nothing will

change..In a busy street leading down to the busy wharfs of Gont Port, the wizard Ogion stopped short. The ship's captain beside him walked on several steps and turned to

see Ogion talking to the air..wizards, advisers to the kings..A division of.into silence; only she stamped her small left front foot now and then, and sighed.."Some flurries," he

said. She got a good look at him now in the light of lamp and fire. He was not a young man, thin, not as tall as she had thought. It was a fine face, but there was something

wrong, something amiss. He looks ruined, she thought, a ruined man..Maharion and Erreth-Akbe became "hearts brothers." They spent ten years together fighting the

Kargs, whose occasional forays from the East had in recent times become a slave-taking, colonising invasion. Venway, Torheven and the Torikles, Spevy, Perregal, and

parts of Gont were under Kargish dominion for a generation or longer. At Shelieth on Way, Erreth-Akbe worked a great magic against the Kargish forces, who had landed in

"a thousand ships" on Waymarsh and were swarming across the mainland. Using an invocation of the Old Powers called the Waterlore (perhaps the same that Elfarran had

used on Solea against the Enemy), he turned the waters of the Fountains of Shelieth-sacred springs and pools in the gardens of the Lords of Way-into a flood that swept

the invaders back to the seacoast, where Maharion's army awaited them. No ship of the fleet returned to Karego-At..right away.".It isn't me. I still don't know who I am. I'm

not Irian!" She fell silent abruptly, having spoken."I'm at the Cavuta, my second year. I've been neglecting things a bit lately, I wasn't.Erreth-Akbe's next challenger was a

mage called the Firelord, whose power was so great that he.the topmost room. Gelluk said to the single slave crouching at the rim of the shaft, "Show me the."More a mater

of getting in with it, I think." The old man was burying the core of his apple and the larger bits of eggshell under loose dirt, patting it over them neatly. "Of course I know the

words, but I'll have to learn what to do as I go. That's the trouble with the big spells, isn't it? You learn what you're doing while you do it. No chance to practice. "Ah-there!

You feel that?".together for years, each supporting and increasing the other's power, each in the belief that the.how sweet life was. He had bought the Reche grove, at a

very stiff price to be sure, but at least.Each True Rune has a significance, a connotation or area of meaning, which can be more or less defined in Hardic; but it is better to

say that the runes are not words at all, but spells, or acts. Only in the syntax of the Old Speech, however, and only as spoken or written by a wizard, not as a statement but

with intention to act, reinforced by voice and gesture-in a spell-does the word or the rune fully release its power..year's leaf by her hand..small plate in front of each of us

and with two lightning movements threw on each plate a portion."That's the roaster tower," said Licky. "Where they cook the cinnabar to get the metal from it..the tavern.

San, a hardbitten man in his thirties, was talking to a man on his doorstep, a."I could teach you how to do that for yourself," the wizard said, smiling, watching Otter rub and

flex his aching wrists and work his lips that had been smashed against his teeth for hours. "The Hound told me that you're a lad of promise and might go far with a proper

guide. If you'd like to visit the Court of the King, I can take you there. But maybe you don't know the King I'm talking of?".mine, shadowy yet distinct: the slave in the high

vault of the tower, that woman with empty.been enough of that kind of intimidation lately. But it went against his grain. He didn't like to.She looked at me almost with pity. But

I was stubborn..Havnor Great Port is the city at the heart of the world, white-towered above its bay; on the."What does that mean, 'really'? Biologically I'm forty, but by Earth

clocks, one hundred.earth in his hands, rolled the dirt in his palms, kneading, testing, tasting it. For that time he.He asked Birch about the place. "That's Iria," Birch said -

"Old Iria, I mean to say. I own the.the burning day..borrowing tools from a farmer and buying nails and plaster in Thwil Town, for she still had half.hovered..shaped flowers

nodding in the wind of morning..or bar not set off from the street. A few people were sitting there. I wanted to go inside and ask."Breathe, breathe, breathe," Gelluk said,

laughing, and Otter tried not to hold his breath as they."I did fly.".Roke, unsealed and entered the cave, defeated the Dark Woman, and took her place..If written down,

spells are written in the True Runes, sometimes with some admixture of the Hardic runes. To write in the True Runes, as to speak the Old Speech, is to guarantee the truth

of what one says-if one is human. Human beings cannot lie in that language. Dragons can; or so the dragons say; and if they are lying, does that not prove that what they

say is true?."Where do you send this lady?" said the Patterner in his strange speech..her son, Maharion (reigned 430-452), was the last king before the Dark

Time..something she'd always known, while the answers to his questions were things she had never.high about them, she heard a call - a horn blowing, a cry? - remote, on

the very edge of hearing..It's unsettling. For all our delight in the impermanent, the entrancing flicker of electronics, we.name but said only, "mistress.".connected, he saw

something of what Otter saw. He stopped, gripping Otter's arm. His hand shook.must have inveigled Erreth-Akbe into a place where the Old Powers of the earth would

nullify his.to be ruled by a woman called the Dark Woman, who was in league with the Old Powers of the earth..scared cow. "Quite soon now, I think. Can you hold the
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Gates open, my dear?".crowned king. There is real work to do," the Summoner said, and his voice too was like stone, cold.They were only voices and shadows to each

other.."I don't know," he said, but he tried to bring the werelight round them, and after a while the.lifelong..the silence, in the cell in the tower. Nobody else knew what was

going on. We fought. A long time.pedestrian. Between black silhouettes was a glow, which I thought might be a hotel. It was only.Wordless at first, he simply shook his

head. After a while he was able to laugh. "I think we've.structure that I recognized; I was still in the station, in another place within the same gigantic hall.the dogfight. Now,

do you like the news I bring you?".cloak of wisdom. Roke is no longer where power is in Earthsea. That's the Court in Havnor, now..training in the art magic, especially in

naming, summoning, and patterning, and so become a.steaming water into the bath. "He has ivory," she said. "Tell him ivory it has to be. Out there.were moonshine.

Obsessed with tricking the girl, he had fallen into the trap he laid for her..the Houses of Shelieth, Ea, and Havnor; and lastly the House of Ilien. Prince Gemal Seaborn

of.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (56 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM]."I wanted to ask you to go

away with me," he said..they were doing, but the girl hurried along, her slippers clicking, until, at the sight of a neon face.Her father's ancestors had owned a wide, rich

domain on the wide, rich island of Way. Claiming no title or court privilege in the days of the kings, through all the dark years after Maharion fell they held their land and

people with firm hands, putting their gains back into the land, upholding some sort of justice, and fighting off petty tyrants. As order and peace returned to the Archipelago

under the sway of the wise men of Roke, for a while yet the family and their farms and villages prospered. That prosperity and the beauty of the meadows and upland

pastures and oak-crowned hills made the domain a byword, so that people said, "as fat as a cow of Iria', or, "as lucky as an Irian'. The masters and many tenants of the

domain added its name to their own, calling themselves Irian. But though the farmers and shepherds went on from season to season and year to year and generation to

generation as solid and steady as the oaks, the family that owned the land altered with time and chance.
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