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Having been raised for a time on the edge of a desert more.this place must be akin to the thrill of being on an attraction-packed midway..In the Mayflower II's
Communications Center, Borftein, Wellesley, and the others who had been coordinating activities all over the ship and down on the surface watched and listened tensely as
pandemonium poured from the screens around them, Spacesuited figures were cartwheeling away from the mangled remains of one feeder ramp, and the exposed interiors
of the cupolas at the ends of the others; all showed battle damage and one of them was partly blown away. They were disgorging weapons, debris, and equipment in all
directions while soldiers in suits hung everywhere in helpless tangles of safety lines. "Launch every personnel carrier, service pod, ferry, and anything else that's ready to
go," Borftein snapped to one of his staff. "Get them from Vandenberg or anywhere else you have to. I want every one of those men picked up. Peterson, tell Admiral Slessor
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he frowned and scratched his nose while he searched for the right words ". , . assist with

their future contribution to procreation." He looked up. "She wants my kids. How about that, Steve? Come on, I bet it's the same with Kath." Although by his manner he was
trying to be seen to make light of it, Sirocco couldn't hide his exhilaration. Nothing like that had ever happened to him before, and he had to tell somebody, Colman saw; but
Colman played along.."Never say you don't get anything back for your taxes." Colman was sitting next to her, grinning faintly in the brief glow as one of the others lit a
cigarette, But she had gone for so much of the day without speaking that she was unable to answer immediately. His hand found her arm in the darkness and squeezed
briefly but reassuringly. "It'll be okay," he murmured. 'We've fixed somewhere safe for you to go, and you're all set to get out of Phoenix tonight. I'll be coming with you into
Franklin?'.Furthermore, he is reluctant to put these people?whoever they may be?at risk. If the killers track him.Bernard looked startled, but Kath seemed neither offended
nor surprised. "I thought you might be," she said, nodding half to herself. "Nanook told me about that." She looked at Bernard. "We don't have a lot of time for secrets," she
told him. "Farnhill says it's part of an exchange visit, but that's just a cover that he doesn't know we can see through because he's never asked us. They're reconnoitering
this place in case they decide they want to take it over later. That's why your chief, Merrick, is with them--to assess whether your engineers could handle it. He's picked
Waiters and Hoskins to put in here if the Directorate goes ahead with the idea."."Not if you don't want to, I guess."

, "Go ahead.".Ten minutes later, in the privacy

of the small armory at the back of the Orderly Room, Colman had told Sirocco as much as he had learned from Jay, and as much as was necessary about Celia and
Veronica. Sirocco had informed Colman and Hanlon that Stormbel had seized command of the Army and was backing Sterm, and that Sterm appeared to be holding
together the bulk of what Was left of the Army by appealing to fears among the senior officers that the assassination of Kalens might represent a new general threat from
the Chironians.."I'm Francene, named after the ZZ Top song.".Kath turned back from the night table, sat up to sip some of the wine, then passed him the glass and
snuggled back inside his arm. "I suppose we must seem very strange to you, Steve, being descended from machines and computers." She chuckled softly. "I bet there are
lots of people on your ship who think we're really aliens. Do they think we walk like Lurch and talk in metallic, monotone voices?".precious pearl, might have opened its shell
to feed in this guarded fashion. In the palm of the lower hand.other, as outside the two men break into laughter..to Sundaes on Wednesdays." "You turning yourself loose?"
Rickster asked. "Yeah. Yeah, I'm leaving.".Bernard shook his head again. "I don't know what you ,.- mean. The Kuan-yin can't fire effectively, It' & eclipsed frowt
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